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SUBJECT: SPANISH EMBASSY TASKED TO REVIEW USG POLICY RE SPANISH 
SAHARA 

REF: A. STATE 154142 B. USUN 5914 

1. SUMMARY: AS PART OF GOS REVIEW OF SPANISH SAHARAN 
DISPUTE, SPANISH EMBASSY IN NOUAKCHOTT HAS BEEN ASKED 

TO COMMENT ON ANY USG-GIRM CONSULTATION ON SPANISH SAHARA 
AND REPORT IMPACT SUCH CONSULTATION MIGHT HAVE ON USG 
POLICY. END SUMMARY 

2. FEBRUARY 7 SPANISH CHARGE CALLED ON EMBOFF AND FRANKLY 
ASKED IF USG HAD APPROACHED OR BEEN APPROACHED BY GOVERNMENT 
OF MAURITANIA RE SPANISH SAHARA DISPUTE. IN RESPONSE 

TO EMBOFF'S QUESTION, SPANISH CHARGE ADDED THAT HIS 
EMBASSY HAD BEEN TASKED TO MAKE SPECIFIC REPORT ON ANY 
SUCH CONTACT BECAUSE GOS HADRECEIVED "INTELLIGENCE" 
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SPANISH SAHARAN ISSUE TO ICJ AND THAT USG EITHER PROVIDED 
OR RECOMMENDED AMERICAN LAWYERS TO PRESENT MOROCCAN CASE 
BEFORE WORLD COURT. 

3. EMBOFF REPLIED IT IS WELL KNOWN USG POLICY TO HAVE 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH ALL COUNTRIES INTERESTED IN FUTURE 
OF SPANISH SAHARA. THAT WE HAD NO IMPORTANT NATIONAL 
INTERESTS INVOLVED AND THAT OUR POLICY WAS TO ENCOURAGE 
PARTIES CONCERNED TO RESOLVE THEIR DIFFERENCES AMICABLY. 

(REF A) 

4. DRAWING ON AMBASSADOR WHITE'S REMARKS DURING FOURTH 
COMMITTEE DEBATE (REF B) ON ICJ SUBMISSION EMBOFF SAID 
USG FOUND RESOLUTION CONTAINED ELEMENTS OF PREJUDICE 
TOWARD SPAIN BUT THAT WE HAD SUPPORTED IT SOLELY BECAUSE 
QUESTION WAS BEING REFERRED TO ICJ AND SUPPORT FOR SUCH 
REFERRALS IS CONSISTENT WITH USG POLICY. 

5. EMBOFF ALSO NOTED THAT NEITHER USG NOR GIRM HAD 
REQUESTED OR CONDUCTED CONSULTATIONS ON SPANISH SAHARA 
QUESTION. 

6. COMMENT: BELIEVE SPANISH CHARGE, WITH WHOM WE HAD 
PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED USG POLICY TOWARD SPANISH SAHARA 
DISPUTE, BETTER APPRECIATES NEUTRALITY OF USG POSITION 
THIS ISSUE. GOS REQUIREMENT THAT SPANISH EMBASSY 
SPECIFICALLY REPORT ON ANY USG ACTIVITIES RE DISPUTED 
TERRITORY EMPHASIZES, HOWEVER, HIGH LEVEL GOS CONCERN 
OVER ISSUE. IN WAKE OF NEW MOROCCAN CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
CEUTA AND MELILLA, IT ALSO SUGGESTS AN INCREASING SENSE 
OF ALARM IN MADRID. SHINN 
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